36                          THE GOSPEL OF BUDDHA.

Then Brahma Sahampati descended from the heaven
and, having worshipped the Blessed One, said :         s

"Alas ! the world must perish, should the Holy
One, the Tathagata, decide not to teach the dharma. 5)

"Be merciful to those that struggle; have com-
passion upon the sufferers ; pity the creatures who are
hopelessly entangled In the snares of sorrow.             30

"There are some beings that are almost pure from
the dust of worldliness. If they hear not the doctrine
preached, they will be lost. But if they hear it, they
will believe and be saved."                                       n

The Blessed One, full of compassion, looked with
the eye of a Buddha upon all sentient creatures, and he
saw among them beings whose minds were but scarcely
covered by the dust of worldliness, who were of good
disposition and easy to instruct. He saw some who
were conscious of the dangers of lust and sin.            12

And the Blessed One said: "Wide open be the
door of immortality to all who have ears to hear. May
they receive the dharma with faith."                         1;}

Then, Brahma Sahampati understood that the
Blessed One had granted the request and would preach
the doctrine.                                                            M